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BUS AND OMNIBUS LICENCES 
Grievance 

MR J.L. BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [9.25 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure on bus and omnibus licences.  I believe that the minister and her department should consider this 
issue and try to rationalise the process, so that it is not so complex.  A constituent of mine, Wally Barrett from 
Pinjarra, approached me a few weeks ago with this issue.  I met with him last week to get some background on 
the matter.  He bought an ex-school bus a few months ago that had been relicensed a few months earlier as a bus.  
I find it a bit perplexing that a vehicle can be licensed as a bus, but if the owner of the vehicle wants to carry 
paying passengers, the bus must be licensed as an omnibus.  It would be simpler to have a system in which only 
one licence was needed.  This requirement to obtain a second licence caused complications for my constituent.  
When he went to license the bus as an omnibus, he was told that the vehicle had to be put over the pits, even 
though it had gone over the pits three months earlier when it was licensed as a bus.  The only difference between 
bus and omnibus licences is that a fire extinguisher and first aid kit are required on a vehicle that is licensed as 
an omnibus.  That is basically the only difference, apart from having to pay for a further licence.  The other 
interesting point is that two stickers are required - a bus licence sticker and an omnibus licence sticker.  I cannot 
see why that cannot be rationalised.  There should be one sticker and one fee.   

My constituent came to an arrangement with one of the inspectors in Perth, who told him to take his bus to the 
local inspector in Pinjarra to check whether it had a fire extinguisher and first aid kit on board.  As I said, the bus 
was inspected three months earlier when it was licensed as a bus.  However, the fellow in Pinjarra could only 
inspect vehicles up to 4.5 tonnes, and, from memory, this bus was 4.8 tonnes.  The fellow in Pinjarra said that he 
could not carry out the inspection.  My constituent told him to ring the inspector in Perth to confirm that all he 
needed to do was to check those two things.  He rang the Perth office, but the inspector was on leave or away, 
and he spoke to someone else who said that the bus had to go over the pits again.  The inspector in Pinjarra said 
that he could not do this because he could only inspect vehicles up to 4.5 tonnes, and this bus was a bit bigger 
than that.   

My constituent tried to organise an inspection in Mandurah, but there was a five or six-week wait, so he took his 
bus to Waroona.  There is not a great deal of difference between travelling from Pinjarra to Mandurah or 
Waroona.  Waroona is about 29 kilometres from Pinjarra and Mandurah is probably about 17 kilometres.  There 
is a little difference in distance, but it is not major.  However, it was an inconvenience for my constituent to have 
to go somewhere else to have the bus inspected.   

From what I can gather, because the two licences will come up for renewal at different times next year, he will 
again have to have the vehicle inspected twice.  That is the information he provided to me.  It seems stupid that a 
bus cannot be licensed as an omnibus without having to first have it licensed as a bus.  Why does it need to be 
inspected twice?  It costs $105.20 to have the vehicle inspected.  Apart from the cost, there is also the 
inconvenience of having to make arrangements to have the vehicle inspected.   

When my constituent bought his first bus a couple of years ago, he had some other problems.  As I have a bit of 
time, I will explain those problems.  On that occasion, he was told that he had to have the bus star rated, which 
has to be done in Murray Street in Perth.  Imagine trying to park a bus down there!  He parked the bus at the 
Entertainment Centre and was then asked by the inspector why he had not brought it up to Murray Street.  
However, the inspector wandered down there and inspected it.  When the constituent asked for the omnibus 
plates, he was told they would be sent to him in Pinjarra.  Fortunately, star rating inspections are not carried out 
now.  However, in that case the plates arrived in Pinjarra the next day.  He picked them up and paid $20, but 
there was also a $39 freight charge for sending the plates to Pinjarra even though he had tried to buy them the 
day before in Perth.  The arrangements in those days were a bit silly. 

As I said, this is not a major issue, but omnibus owners who are trying to make a living from them and who are 
doing the right thing do not want the inconvenience of having to put their buses over the pits twice a year at a 
cost of $105.20 each time, with the added inconvenience of not having their buses during that time.  I ask the 
minister whether those two bus licences can be amalgamated.  Apparently, a bus with fare-paying customers 
must have an omnibus licence, and a bus that does not have fare-paying customers needs only a bus licence.  The 
five or six-week waiting period for an inspection in Mandurah must also be looked at.  The two main issues I 
would like the minister to deal with are: amalgamating the omnibus and bus licences; and requiring only one 
inspection for an omnibus rather than two, which appears to be the case these days. 

MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.31 am]:  I thank the member 
for Murray-Wellington for the grievance.  The member has misunderstood the situation; perhaps I can explain it.  
The gentleman in question bought the bus, which had a simple bus licence.  Many buses owned by community 
organisations, schools and a raft of other bodies do not carry fare-paying passengers.  There are, therefore, quite 
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properly, two bus categories: one category is a bus per se, and one is an omnibus, which is a bus that is available 
for hire.  That is the justification for two bus classes.  Clearly, different circumstances apply to different buses. 

The member for Murray-Wellington is obviously deeply concerned about this matter.  He has a long and perhaps 
not as distinguished a record in the Parliament on bus issues.  Members might recall the infamous Transport Co-
ordination Act, over which the member for Murray-Wellington led a backbench revolt which resulted in the 
Government’s voting against its own legislation.  One day, before a dinner break, it presented legislation that 
supported the enhancement of bus safety standards.  When government members returned to the Chamber after 
dinner, they voted against their own Bill.  We therefore had a most interesting division.  The member for 
Murray-Wellington obviously has a very strong interest in bus safety standards, but is not necessarily in favour 
of increased standards. 

I will refer quickly to the issues.  There are two separate licences for buses, but that is because there are two 
categories - commercial and non-commercial.  The member’s constituent obviously bought a bus that had a non-
commercial licence.   

Mr J.L. Bradshaw:  Yes. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Having bought a bus that had a non-commercial licence, he then decided to run it as a 
commercial operation.  Quite properly, therefore, he then had to apply for an omnibus licence.  There are 
different standards for assessing the fitness of a vehicle that relate to not only fire extinguishers and first aid kits, 
but also a raft of requirements including seating arrangements, aisle access, headroom and other matters that 
must be determined before an omnibus commercial licence is approved.  Having obtained an omnibus 
commercial licence, there is no requirement to continue a bus licence.  The constituent’s previous licence 
continues because he was using it at the time he applied for a commercial licence.  In future he will be required 
simply to renew the omnibus licence under the Road Traffic Act, which will require an annual inspection.  There 
is only one inspection a year, not two, and one licence under the Road Traffic Act.  A licence is also required 
under the Transport Co-ordination Act, but that is a licence to operate the bus, as opposed to a licence on the bus 
itself, which does not require a vehicle inspection. 

I do not believe the member for Murray-Wellington has identified a problem that needs rectification.  The 
licensing division in Mandurah finds it hard to believe there is a five to six-week waiting period for an 
inspection.  There are some 25 authorised inspection sites in the Peel region.  It is acknowledged that not all 
those sites can handle buses, particularly buses of more than 4.5 tonnes.  However, there is no evidence that there 
is a five to six-week waiting period; in fact, the waiting period is generally no more than 48 hours.  Again, I am 
puzzled about the supposed problem.  I will ask the department to examine the issue of the cost of sending the 
plates to Pinjarra.  That issue was not raised with me by the member beforehand and I am, therefore, not in a 
position to deal with it.   

Mr J.L. Bradshaw:  That occurred a couple of years ago and is another issue. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  That was a couple of years ago; therefore, it obviously occurred under the previous 
Government.  I do not believe that there is an issue to be rectified.  The department is always open to review if 
there appears to be a duplication of practices.  However, there is no argument for the amalgamation of these 
licences.  The member’s constituent is under a misapprehension that he must obtain both an ordinary bus licence 
and an omnibus licence; that is simply not true.  The application for an omnibus licence with a single annual 
inspection is the only registration of the vehicle that he must undertake each year under the Road Traffic Act.  
We believe that is a correct and proper safety standard for buses that are available for hire. 
 


